
Session Plan for the Political Round Table side event @P2P2026 

This session plan is for the political round table which is a side event taking 
place on 2nd September from 13.30 to 15.00 at 
the Power to the Peatlands Conference held at 
Congrescentrum 1931 in 's-Hertogenbosch, The 
Netherlands. 

This specific date occurs at a vital juncture for 
European environmental strategy immediately 
following the member state submission deadline for 
the EU Nature Restoration Law (NRL). It is 

considered to be an in person meeting of the European Peatland Policy Working 
Group (EPPWG) and has been endorsed by the European Peatlands Initiative (EPI). 
This session plan is strategically structured as a 90-minute interactive workshop to 
help translate policy ambitions into political reality. 

 

Session Overview 

●​ Session Title: Back to the Future: Translating the EU Nature Restoration Law 
into Peatland Action 

●​ Date & Time: 2nd September 2026 (Time slot: 13:30 – 15:00). 

●​ Location: Congrescentrum 1931, 's-Hertogenbosch, Room: Galloway. 

●​ Target Audience: Government representatives, policymakers, environmental 
managers, academic, civil society and industry experts. The audience is by 
invitation only and should represent political and policy interests from as many 
different countries as possible. 

●​ Core Objective: To examine political progress in peatland restoration and to 
discuss how Member States can shift from NRL planning to concrete field 
implementation using CAP, WFD, and private finance mechanisms. 

●​ Registration: Registration is mandatory and is separate to the main registration 
for the Power to the Peatlands conference. There are up to 100 in person places 
with a limit of 300 online participants. All participants must (REGISTER HERE) 

 

Detailed 90-Minute Session Breakdown 

Welcome & Policy Context Setting (10 minutes) Session Chair Niall Ó Brolcháin 

●​ Opening Presentations: (20 minutes) Moving from Brown to Green in 
Ireland. Former Minister for the Environment John Gormley will outline 
his experiences in Government in Ireland outlining the political events leading 

https://sites.google.com/view/power2peatlands2026/home
https://www.1931.nl/congress/?lang=en
https://forms.gle/owMMPwfy6FrrQSUF6
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up to Ireland’s key role in supporting the EU Nature Restoration Law. He will 
be followed by Ministerial Advisor David Healy who will outline the political 
and legal milestones that transitioned Ireland from having a peat extraction 
focus to having a peatland restoration focus. 

●​ Comments, Questions and Answers: (10 minutes) 

●​ Third Presentation: Rewetting of Farmed Peatlands (10 minutes) Advisor 
for Peatland Protection o/b/o German Ministry of Environment, Climate 
Action, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety. Garreth Kratz will make 
a presentation about the German state aid scheme for the rewetting of farmed 
peatlands with a budget o €1.75billion. He will however not be able to 
participate in the discussion afterwards. 

●​ Fourth Presentation: EU Life and Peatland Restoration (10 minutes) Jan 
Sliva of Elmen EEIG who are responsible for the monitoring of LIFE projects. 
He will outline the success of the EU Life programme in terms of Peatland 
Restoration and discuss the future direction in this regard.  

●​ Thematic Focus: (30 minutes) An international round table discussion 
focussing on the political implications relating to Peatlands of the newly 
submitted National Restoration Plans under the EU Nature Restoration Law 
and similar policy instruments in other jurisdictions. Only participants at the 
round table will be permitted to comment verbally. Online participants will be 
able to comment by text. The text will also be visible to those in the room. 

 

Logistics & Room Setup Requirements 

●​ Room Style: Galloway: Round table (60 people) with some seating behind 
(35 people) and a top table (5 people). 

●​ Materials Needed: 2 Large screens each connected to a computer. WiFi 
available to all participants. Zoom meeting with one computer and one screen 
for online participants plus presentations and a second computer and screen 
for online comments. One camera for recording speakers. Two roving 
microphones. 

●​ Human Requirements: Chair (Niall Ó Brolcháin), Camera (Louise Holden), 
Zoom and Technical (Al Waskow), Microphones (Sandra Riordan). 

●​ Recording: The meeting will be recorded. A report will be prepared after the 
event and distributed by email to all participants. All participants will be 
advised of this in advance and their consent will be required.  
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Speaker Profiles 

John Gormley is an Irish former Green Party politician who served 
as Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 
from 2007 to 2011. He served as the Leader of the Green Party 
from 2007 to 2011 and was a Teachta Dála (TD) for Dublin 
South-East between 1997 and 2011. Before his ministerial career, 
he was elected Lord Mayor of Dublin (1994–1995). After leaving 
front-line politics, he founded Greenstem Films. He has chaired 

Screen Producers Ireland and ScreenGreening, focusing on environmental 
sustainability in the broadcast industry. 

David Healy has worked as a Ministerial advisor for two Irish 
Governments. He holds degrees in Law and Environmental 
Science, using his expertise to bridge the gap between ecological 
science, grassroots campaigning, and statutory climate policy. He 
has served as Cathaoirleach of the Eastern and Midland Regional 
Assembly in Ireland and as a councillor for Howth in Fingal 

County Council. David is also a member of Friends of the Irish Environment who 
campaign for the protection and restoration of peatlands. 

Garreth Kratz is a German environmental policy expert who 
specializes in ecosystem restoration and climate mitigation. He 
operates at the intersection of state-sponsored climate initiatives 
and non-governmental ecological advocacy. Since early 2025, 
Kratz has served as an Advisor for Peatland Protection at Zukunft 
– Umwelt – Gesellschaft (ZUG) gGmbH. ZUG is a specialized 
federal agency that develops and implements environmental, 

nature conservation, and climate protection programs on behalf of various German 
federal ministries, notably the Federal Ministry for the Environment (BMUV). 

Dr Jan Ruiz-Sliva is a restoration ecologist with more than three 
decades of experience in peatland conservation, restoration and 
sustainable management. He completed his PhD at the Technical 
University of Munich, focusing on the restoration of cut-over raised 
bogs. A member of the International Peatland Society (IPS) and 
the International Mire Conservation Group (IMCG), he has worked 
since 2006 as a technical expert monitoring LIFE projects across 

Europe, with particular attention to their policy relevance and implications. His 
expertise encompasses both biodiversity conservation and the climate benefits of 
peatland restoration, including carbon sequestration, greenhouse-gas reduction and 
the recovery of ecosystem functions 

Registration 
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This is a side event at the Power to the Peatlands conference and registration is 
essential REGISTER HERE or use the QR code below. Registration or this event is 
separate from registration for the main conference. 

Delegates can attend either online or in person.  

 

             QR Code for Registration 

Profile of the Chair 

Niall Ó Brolcháin is a prominent Irish academic, data scientist, 
and former politician who serves as a Research Unit Leader at 
the University of Galway Data Science Institute. His career 
bridges the gap between public policy, digital innovation, and 
environmental sustainability. He is widely recognized for his past 
political leadership in Galway and his current data-driven 

research into sustainability policy specialising in policy effecting Peatlands. He 
served as Mayor of Galway City and as a Senator in Seanad Éireann. He graduated 
in Business and Computer Studies before obtaining postgraduate credentials in 
Digital Media, Project Management, and Marketing. Recognized as an early pioneer 
in the deployment of the World Wide Web and the internet in Ireland, he spent over 
20 years in the Information and Communications Technology (ICT) sector. He 
currently leads the ASPECT research unit (Analytics for Sustainable Policies towards 
Environmental and Climate Transition). He is a member if the International Peatland 
Society. He supports the Global Peatlands Initiative and the European Peatland 
Initiative and is chair of the European Peatland Policy Working Group. 

 

https://forms.gle/owMMPwfy6FrrQSUF6

